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prejudices, for we are certainly not looked upon as
models of courtesy or consideration by our Con-
tinental neighbours. I suppose we reserve our
best for ourselves. I expressed a wish to look at
some of the new buildings, and a young gentleman
of prepossessing exterior became my unaffected
cicerone. He was not one who dealt in adjectives ;
his highest epithet of praise was " pretty decent/1
but one detected an honest and unquestioning
pricle in the place for all that.
Perhaps the best point of all about these schools
of ours, is that the aspect of the place and the
tone of the dwellers in it does not vary appreciably
on days of festival and on working days. The
beauty of it is a little focused and smartened, but
that is all. There is no covering up of deficiencies
or hiding desolation out of sight If one goes
down to a public-school on an ordinary day, one
finds the same brave life, the same unembarrassed
courtesy prevailing. There is no sense of being
taken by surprise; the life is all open to inspection
on any day and at any hour. We do not reserve
ourselves for occasions in England. The meat cuts
wholesomely and pleasantly wherever it is sampled.
The disadvantage of this is that we are mis-
judged by foreigners because we are seen, not at
our best, but as we are. We do not feel the need
of recommending ourselves to the favourable con-
sideration of others ; not that that is a virtue, it is
rather the shadow of complacency and patriotism,